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October 1, 1972 


TO: 


FROM: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


AL HAIG 


Spent period from 8:30 arrival until noon with Ambassador 

* * 

Bunker reviewing in detail proposed discussion with Thieu. He is in 
complete accord with strong preamble I propose to give with respect to 
• Thieu' s attitude and yours and President's view on essentiality of unity 
between us. I then proceeded to review in detail, as I will with Thieu 
tomorrow, the two proposals. Bunker is in full accord with them and 


agrees with our assessment that the other side has made a major 


concession which far exceeds anything they have offered thus far.^ 1 I 


$ 

I 

A 


discussed with him the pros and cons of asking Thieu at some point in the 
process to agree secretly to step down contingent upon Thieu' s own 


asses 


sment of whether necessary security conditions had been met. 


Bunker feels this can be done at some point, although he agrees it would 


5a 



be too much for the traffic to bear on this trip. He is more^sa^4i«e than 
Carver on acceptability ^wthis action to GVN body politic^, insisting that 

Thieu has committed himself publicly to your course on two occasions. 

c (iuykWfcf. 

Boeautre he has also done so with us privately last October , Ja-e* believes 

that if timed properly, such an announcement would not cause undue 
strain here. On the other hand, he recognizes that the package I^will 
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. 2 


m\o CK 


present tomorrow could very well develop*!* serious blowup with Thieu, 

A A 

He is more concerned about the formal recognitio^n the statement of 
principles.(of the NLF as a forcj.7^ Nevertheless, *w' l strongly believes 

4 

we should proceed with fee proposal with or without Thieu 1 s endorsement, 

\ , _ iV 

In the event we are forced to do this, he favors holding with Presidential 

\ '* * 

election and General Assembly option. At the same time, he also favors 
our stressing t^ie advantages of the Constituent Assembly option and 
moving as forcefully as possible to get Thieu to accept it. 

I also discussed with Bunker the third option of a Presidential 


election and Constituent Assembly and fourth option of Constituent 
Assembly which would select the President. He believes the latter would 
probably cause the greatest gas pains for Thieu, in that it would prejudge 
the governments ultimate structure and would be interpreted as a means 

1 ’@ia , aWv 

of weakening the overall strength of the Presidency. Nevertheless, he* 

A 

would not oppose even this course should it be necessary to achieve^ 

9 

settlement breakthrough. He would hope, however, that we would not 
table this option in specific terms during my discussions with Thieu 

ii v ayxAcV V)g ,_> 

Hopefully^Reld i4f until later if it proves to be the only course open. 


On balance, Bunker is very enthusiastic about the prospects 

ubM's 

though extremely guarded about Thieu 1 s receptivity. no instructions 

to the contrary from you, I will proceed tomorrow in accordance with 

TOHAIG-IO and attempt to maintain flexibility within the general approaches 
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of paragraph 


I spent from noon until 3:00 p. m. with General Weyand c°vering 


all of the topics we discussed prior to my departure. No unforeseen 

problem areas arose and I found Weyand generally confident that the 

enemy is in deep trouble. He has asked for authority to utilize B-52s 

up to 19 degrees, 15 minutes. This request is based on what appears 

. 

to be a large logistical buildup emanating from^Vinh complex. This 
buildup is annual in character and coincides with the traditional October- 

December logistical push. Weyand said thus far the enemy is far bey uml 

* A A 

schedule on this additional effort which is essential for replenishing 

* 

units in southern II Corps, III and IV Corps, He addedy^that within three 
weeks we should know whether or nol^ the enemy will be able to replenish 

v h _ . s . : 

aayfolfensive actions m these Corp« Jsrreas b s s e n t uil fuf O pni ’ aUuitw during 
A ^ 

the next dry season. He notes that the enemy is already way behind in 
the infiltration of manpower for III and IV Corps. This tends to further 
support Hanoi ! s strategy for early negotiated settlement. Weyand believes 

\qqyMjk\ 

that within three weeks this factor will be more finitely assessable. 

A 

I will save more detailed reporting on discussions with Weyand 
until later. In the interim, you should be aware that Bunker found no 


l'. 
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if 

, « 
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r. 
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t. 

i; 

ii 


I 

:( 

'! 


hookers in anything we propose on the negotiating side. It is significant 


that Thieu has scheduled a Security Council meeting for 9:00 a..m. in the 
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morning and has agreed to see me at 11:00. Bunker notes with concern 
that this is a pattern which Thieu follows only when he needs support 
for a strong course of action. It is Bunker's view that our customer 

will be very tough. 

% 

Warm regards. 
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